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Whereas, the WEP causes hard-working in-
dividuals to lose a significant portion of the
Social Security benefits that they earn
themselves; and

Whereas, the WEP negatively impacts ap-
proximately 25,322 Louisianians; and

Whereas, because of these calculation
characteristics, the GPO and the WEP have
a disproportionately negative effect on em-
ployees working in lower-wage government
jobs, like policemen, firefighters, teachers,
and state employees; and

Whereas, these provisions also have a
greater adverse effect on women than on
men because of the gender differences in sal-
ary that continue to plague our nation and
because of the longer life expectancy of
women; and

Whereas, Louisiana is making every effort
to improve the quality of life of its citizens
and to encourage them to live here lifelong,
yet the current GPO and WEP provisions
compromise that quality of life; and

Whereas, retired individuals negatively af-
fected by GPO and WEP have significantly
less money to support their basic needs and
sometimes have to turn to government as-
sistance programs; and

Whereas, the GPO and the WEP penalize
individuals who have dedicated their lives to
public service by eliminating benefits they
have earned; and

Whereas, our nation should respect, not pe-
nalize, public servants; and

Whereas, the number of people affected by
GPO and WEP is growing every day as more
and more people reach retirement age; and

Whereas, the GPO and WEP are established
in federal law, and repeal of the GPO and the
WEP can be enacted only by the United
States Congress. Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the Congress of the
United States to review the Government
Pension Offset and the Windfall Elimination
Provision Social Security benefit reductions
and to consider eliminating or reducing
them by enacting the Social Security Fair-
ness Act of 2011 (H.R. 1332), the Public Serv-
ant Retirement Protection Act of 2011 (S.
113), or a similar instrument. Be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments:

S. 630. A bill to promote marine and
hydrokinetic renewable energy research and
development, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 112-31).

S. 699. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Energy to carry out a program to dem-
onstrate the commercial application of inte-
grated systems for long-term geological stor-
age of carbon dioxide, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 112-32).

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 757. A bill to provide incentives to en-
courage the development and implementa-
tion of technology to capture carbon dioxide
from dilute sources on a significant scale
using direct air capture technologies (Rept.
No. 112-33).

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:
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S. 1342. An original bill to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to protect the bulk-power
system and electric infrastructure critical to
the defense of the United States against cy-
bersecurity and other threats and
vulnerabilities (Rept. No. 112-34).

S. 1343. An original bill to provide for the
conduct of an analysis of the impact of en-
ergy development and production on the
water resources of the United States, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 112-35).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr.
VITTER, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. LEE):

S. 1341. A bill to provide a point of order
against consideration of any measure that
would increase the statutory limit on the
public debt above $14.294 trillion unless that
measure has been publicly available for a
full 7 calendar days before consideration on
the floor of the Senate; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 1342. An original bill to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to protect the bulk-power
system and electric infrastructure critical to
the defense of the United States against cy-
bersecurity and other threats and
vulnerabilities; from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources; placed on the
calendar.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 1343. An original bill to provide for the
conduct of an analysis of the impact of en-
ergy development and production on the
water resources of the United States, and for
other purposes; from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources; placed on the
calendar.

By Mr. KYL (for himself and Mr.
MCCAIN):

S. 1344. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to take immediate action to re-
cover ecologically and economically from a
catastrophic wildfire in the State of Arizona,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 1345. A bill to provide for equitable com-
pensation to the Spokane Tribe of Indians of
the Spokane Reservation for the use of tribal
land for the production of hydropower by the
Grand Coulee Dam, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
BROWN of Ohio, Mr. MERKLEY, and
Mr. FRANKEN):

S. Res. 230. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that any agreement to
reduce the budget deficit should not include
cuts to Social Security benefits or Medicare
benefits; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-

STEIN, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr.
ALEXANDER):

S. Res. 231. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2011 as ‘‘National Child Awareness
Month” to promote awareness of charities
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benefitting children and youth-serving orga-
nizations throughout the United States and
recognizing efforts made by those charities
and organizations on behalf of children and
youth as critical contributions to the future
of the United States; considered and agreed
to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8. 17
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 17, a bill to repeal the job-
killing tax on medical devices to en-
sure continued access to life-saving
medical devices for patients and main-
tain the standing of United States as
the world leader in medical device in-
novation.
S. 20
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 20, a bill to protect Amer-
ican job creation by striking the job-
killing Federal employer mandate.
S. 185
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
185, a bill to provide United States as-
sistance for the purpose of eradicating
severe forms of trafficking in children
in eligible countries through the imple-
mentation of Child Protection Com-
pacts, and for other purposes.
S. 195
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 195, a bill to reinstate
Federal matching of State spending of
child support incentive payments.
S. 201
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, the names of the Senator
from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) and the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS)
were withdrawn as cosponsors of S. 201,
a bill to clarify the jurisdiction of the
Secretary of the Interior with respect
to the C.C. Cragin Dam and Reservoir,
and for other purposes.
S. 227
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 227, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to ensure more
timely access to home health services
for Medicare beneficiaries under the
Medicare program.
S. 387
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 387, a bill to amend title 37,
United States Code, to provide flexible
spending arrangements for members of
uniformed services, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 543
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOzZMAN) and the Senator



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-08T11:47:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




